
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Step by Step,” is number 39 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



We are looking forward to getting in a routine with our 
meetings with college students this summer. As you 
already know, parties will be taking place at the Open Door 
Community Garden (S. 19th & Amarillo) on the first and 
third Sunday nights of each month during the summer. I 
hope to encourage our students to attend the garden parties. 
On the Sunday nights when there is no activity in the 
community garden, then we hope to gather in a home of one 
of our Aldersgate members, as we have done in years past. I 
am excited to spend time with our students in conjunction 
with other members of our Aldersgate community. I hope 
that these Sunday nights will help our college students feel 
more deeply connected to the Aldersgate community. 

In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship

Monday-Thursday:
  6:00-8:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School             

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

College Ministry: In the Summer

We will begin meeting tonight, Sunday, May 31, 2015, as we join the youth group with a party to kick-off the 
summer at the Dive Spot swimming pool from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Students can sign up to receive text message 
updates for more information regarding this party and future events. If you are a member of the Aldersgate 
community and would like to open your home to our college students on a Sunday night, please email me 
at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. — Kyle Watson



Summer has arrived! Please see the schedule below for 
a list of the youth activities for the next few months.  
Some of the times are still being determined, so I will 
keep you posted as additional details are confirmed. 
In the meantime, you are welcome to contact me with 
any questions at youth@aldersgateabilene.org. 
  Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry: Summer 2015 Schedule

Children’s Ministry: VBS Starts Tomorrow!
   Our Fun Run VBS kicks off tomorrow, Monday, June 1, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. 
in the sanctuary.  We are going to have a great time learning about Jesus and 
getting fueled up to run the race of life in order to win the prize! This week 
we will learn that Jesus is the light of the world, the good shepherd, the living 
water, and the vine for our branches.
     Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to get everything ready for 
this week. Thank you in advance to all the servants who will show up cheerfully 
this week to help and serve all the children who will walk through our doors.    
     I am excited to see the way God will work in the hearts of the children and 
the volunteers.  This week please pray for us to have a smooth and successful 
Vacation Bible School. If you know any children who would like to come, 
please send them our way tomorrow at 6:00 p.m.! — Alayna Brooks
          

May 31, 6-8 p.m.
June 7, 6:30 p.m.
June 14, 6-8 p.m.
June 15-17
June 21
June 28, 6-8 p.m.
July 3-6
July 12-18
July 19, 6-8 p.m.

July 26-27
August 2, 6:30 p.m.
August 9
August 16
August 23, 6-8 p.m.

Hello Summer Pool Party @ Dive Spot ($5)
Garden Party (South 19th + Amarillo)
Mini Golf @ Playfair ($5)
Mystery Ramble
No Youth (Father’s Day)
Paintball @ Domination Paintball ($25)
Camp Eagle ($200)
UM ARMY @ Wichita Falls ($100)
Volleyball @ Judge Ely Sonic
(Bring Money for Food)
Lock-in ($40)
Garden Party (South 19th + Amarillo)
Mission: Love and Care Meal
Dodgeball Tournament
Back-to-School Bash @ Hartmann Pool



ALIVE in the Spirit: Step by Step
Galatians 5: 13-26

Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Learning to Walk and Ride a Bike

The “Desires of the Sinful Nature” and the Struggle of Unlearning

Walking by the Spirit and the Place of Spiritual Practices

 -The Halakhah:  The way or the path one walks (Acts 2:42)
 “The apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, prayer”

 - A Rule of Life

Solitude, Silence, Prayer, Bible Reading, Worship, Community, Serving/Giving

The Fruit of Walking and Riding Again

As you build that habit of yielding yourself to the Spirit morning by morning, you can build the habit of 
checking in with the Spirit hour by hour throughout the day. At each mealtime, you can offer a prayer 

of thanksgiving and you can reconnect with the Spirit. As you travel from place to place, as you wait for 
someone, whenever you have a free moment, you can offer yourself to God: “Here I am, Lord. Please move in 

and through me to bless others.”  Brian McLaren



   Academy Education Moment:  Thank You!  

Mission Field Update:  A Great Year with Bowie!

   The Academy closed down for the summer last week. We want to express our gratitude to all of you!  
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your caring and generous outpouring of love and support. 
           • You have taught our students about Jesus and God’s love for them. (Alayna Brooks!)
           • You helped to provide snacks for staff and students.  
           • You took up a collection to help us out during Christmas! 
           • You prayed for teachers, children and parents.  
           • Your financial support helped one of us with a surgery for our own child. 
           • You helped another teacher cover some school tuition so that she can further her education! 
           • You babysat the staff children so that we might have an evening with our spouses.  
           • You brought us lunches and gift cards.  
           • You visited us in our rooms and played with our students. 
           • You collected more money at the end of the year to help us during the summer. 
    We feel the love and we love you back! We can’t wait for what God has planned for next year!

— Leah Henderson, Amber McGaha, Lisa Chaney, 
Tina Weaver, Vicky Howard, Jennifer Cooper, 
Jackie Leverett, Victoria Turner, Shannon Ives, 
Clara Kromer, Kris Wilson, Elainna Myers, Kelly 
Reynolds, Amber Dagenhart, Kathryn Andrews, 
Susan Placencia, K.B. Woods and Carol Rogers

Thank you to everyone who gave of your time and 
energy to work with our friends at Bowie to make this 
year a great time of learning and growing! We started 
the year off with a breakfast for the teachers, a meal for 
the families at the annual Meet-the-Teacher event and 
a prayer walk on the Saturday before school started. 
The year was full of throwing rewards parties for the 
5th Graders, packing food for the weekend for those 
students who need it most, reading in classrooms, 
mentoring at lunchtime, and so much more. So thank 
you! It’s not what we do so much as why we do it . . . to 
demonstrate to the teachers and staff, students and their 

families that they are loved by God and by us. Our community is so much stronger for the relationship 
between Aldersgate and Bowie, so thank you for your willingness to serve in our mission field in this way. 
Plans are in the work for another great year with Bowie, so enjoy the summer and then check your email 
and the Aldersgate In Action for information about ways to be involved as the 2015-2016 school year begins! 
Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler

Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       5.24.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $12,195.49
Received Month-to-Date = $70,578.15
Received Year-to-Date = $336,480.72
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $21,678.80 

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 172 
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 147 

Total Worship Service Attendance = 319                                          
 Sunday school = 158  

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

         Announcing...                                                                                                             
                                       by Pastor Steve     

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:         Galatians 5:13-26                                     
Monday:       Matthew 3:13-4:11        
Tuesday:        John 15:1-8       
Wednesday:  Romans 8:1-17
Thursday:      Romans 8:18-39                      
Friday:           Colossians 3:1-17
 Saturday:      Revelation 22:12-17                    
                                                          

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:          Esther 6-10         
Monday:        Ezra 7-10             
Tuesday:        Nehemiah 1-5
Wednesday:  Nehemiah 6-7  
Thursday:      Nehemiah 8-10    
Friday:            Nehemiah 11-13
                         Psalm 126      
Saturday:        Malachi 1-4

  How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth! Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 

the church office at 672-7893, or indicate 
on the welcome card and we will order a 
copy for you. The price is $15.00. Grace 
and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   As many of you know, Carolyn Estes, 
our church administrator/secretary, had 
surgery a few weeks ago. While Carolyn 
continues to improve every day, the recovery 

time for the surgery proved much more extensive and challenging 
than she thought it would be. A week or so after the surgery, she 
told me it was time for me to start looking for her replacement. 
Carolyn’s three-plus years of service here at Aldersgate have been 
a huge blessing to me and to our community.  I will be forever 
grateful for her. Later on, when Carolyn is ready, we collectively 
will have the opportunity to express our gratitude to her. Also, a 
big word of thanks is due to Katrina Robinson, Sherry Johnson, 
and Carol Rogers. They have filled in mightily for Carolyn since her 
surgery. Thank you for your commitment to our community!  
       Under the guidance of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
(the committee in our church that oversees the staff), we have hired 
a new church administrator/secretary, Kathryn Andrews. Kathryn 
is a native of New Mexico (Las Cruces and Carlsbad). She made her 
way to Abilene by way of McMurry University, where she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Music Education Degree in 2005. She is married 
to Dr. Chris Andrews, who teaches in the English department at 
McMurry. They have three children: Adalaide (7), Frieda (5), and 
Joseph (2 ½). Her family are members at Elmwood West United 
Methodist Church. We are excited to welcome her to our staff and 
to our church community. I would encourage each of you to stop 
by the office during regular office hours and introduce yourselves to 
Kathryn. She is eager to know each of you.
       I also would like to let you know that Aldersgate recently has had 
a new camera monitoring system installed throughout the church. 
Unfortunately, we have had several things stolen from the church in 
the past few years. We hope this system will deter this activity and 
keep everyone safer. Church trustee and member Ryan Hamilton 
has installed this system while also rebuilding our entire church 
internet network, with the help of staff members John Bolden and 
Daniel Mathis. We are so grateful for their very hard work and their 
significant contribution to our community. Thanks, men!   

Grace and Peace!        


